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▪ 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in Washington, DC

▪ Founded in 1966 to preserve, improve and 

enhance the environment

▪ Research, Scholarship, and Leadership programs

▪ Increase collective capacity of landscape 

architects to achieve sustainability:

• Invested over $3 million in research since 1986

• Awarded over $1.25 million in scholarships to 

over 550 students

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FOUNDATION
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AUDIENCE POLL 1: 

Have you used any form of 

image or text generation AI?



AI is not new. 
Questions of 
human and 
non-human 
intelligence 
have been 
pondered for 
millennia.

Japanese Karakuri Mesopotamian Automaton

The Mechanical TurkGolem



The Dartmouth Workshop

Images form Margaret Minsky

Alan Turing:

“Can 

Machines 

Think?”

Ada Lovelace,

Analytical Engine



“The theory and development of computer systems able to 
perform tasks that normally require human intelligence, such 
as visual perception, speech recognition, decision-making, 

and translation between languages.” 

Oxford English Dictionary



What is AI?



Artificial Narrow Intelligence (ANI)



A1 + A2 + Ax… = AI

Ax ≠ AI



Abioye et al., 2021



AI Application

(e.g. ChatGPT)



Breaking Down Machine Learning 





How do LLMs work?

Diagram from Guodong (Troy) Zhao





Delve Urban Design Tool by Sidewalk Labs

Robotic Dry Stacking by Gramazio Kohler Research



Growth in AI-LA Work through Time

Fernberg, P., & Chamberlain, B. (2023). Artificial Intelligence in Landscape Architecture: A Literature 

Review. Landscape Journal: design, planning, and management of the land 42(1), 13-35.
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PANEL DISCUSSION

FUNDAMENTALS      PRACTICE  IMPLICATIONS



What is AI to you?

PANEL DISCUSSION: FUNDAMENTALS



PANEL DISCUSSION: FUNDAMENTALS

What do people need to 

know about AI? 



AUDIENCE POLL 2: 

Are you integrating AI into your 

practice or teaching? 



What does it look like 

to integrate AI 

into the design process? 

PANEL DISCUSSION: PRACTICE



AUDIENCE POLL 3: 

Do you think AI 

will take your job?



What are the implications of AI 

for the landscape architecture 

discipline?

PANEL DISCUSSION: IMPLICATIONS



What can designers do to keep 

up + integrate AI in their work?

PANEL DISCUSSION: IMPLICATIONS



Interested in learning more? 
Resources, further reading, and info on panelists



Get involved!

AI + LA Industry Roundtable 



• Benchmark knowledge base for AI in industry

• Leveraging Generative AI for everyday practice

• AI + LA standards of practice

• Creative, moral, and ethical implications of an AI-

driven design process

• AI’s effect on the geopolitics of landscape

• AI integration in landscape education



AUDIENCE Q&A
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