
146 Founding Donors
to LAF’s Ignite and Fuel Campaign, 
raising $2.5 million to support the 
launch of the new Ignite program 
for BIPOC students

2023
BY THE NUMBERS

$505,000
invested in landscape architects 
through LAF research, scholarships, 
and leadership programs

$160,000 in scholarships
awarded to 27 deserving students 
to reward superior performance, 
support access and diversity, and 
assist with financial need

LAF was one of 9 founding partners 
for Olmsted200, with April 26 
marking the end of two years of 
activities and conversations to 
honor the bicentennial of the birth 
of Frederick Law Olmsted.
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Foundation

 

Launched in 2008, 
the LAF Olmsted 
Scholars Program 
has recognized 
1,069 student
leaders to date.

Landscape 
Performance.org
got expanded 
searchability and 
a new mobile 
interface.

270k
pageviews

recognized as 2023 LAF Olmsted 
Scholars with $64,000 awarded to 
2 national winners and 6 finalists

new
case 
studies

1,000+
Olmsted 
Scholars

88 exceptional
student leaders

$25,000 awarded
through the LAF Research Grant in 
Honor of Deb Mitchell to test tools 
for visualizing thermal disparities 
and develop a toolkit to inform 
equitable heat mitigation efforts

Over 500 supporters
celebrated with LAF at our 38th 
Annual Benefit in Minneapolis.

6 LAF Fellows 
presented their work on carbon 
accounting, AI, mega-eco projects 
landscapes of incarceration, and
more at LAF’s Symposium for 
Innovation + Leadership in June.

2,437 registrants 
for LAF’s popular 
webinar on AI 
and the future 
of landscape 
architecture

10
of exemplary 
landscapes 
with quantified 
benefits

 
4 LAF Ignite scholars
formed the inaugural cohort of 
this new, multi-year scholarship, 
internship, and mentorship 
program for BIPOC landscape 
architecture students.

Randy Hester received the 2023 
LAF Medal, and the Founders’ 
Award went to the San Francisco 
Bay Area Planning and Urban 
Research Association (SPUR).

LAF awarded free 
CEUs to hundreds 
of individuals 
through webinars
and trainings.

1,500+
Professional
Development

Hours



A Message from LAF CEO Barbara Deutsch 

2023 was a big year for LAF as we brought to fruition several initiatives we’ve been 
working on for many years. This strategic growth increased our annual direct 
investment in landscape architects to over $500,000!

LAF Ignite officially launched at the start of 2023. This multi-year program for 
BIPOC students provides an annual $10,000 scholarship, paid summer internships, 
and three types of mentorship to overcome barriers to stay in school, graduate, 
and enter practice. The four inaugural Ignite scholars shared how the program is 

giving them a support network, room to breathe financially, and confirmation that there is a place and a need 
for Black designers in landscape architecture. 

This transformative program was made possible thanks to generous pledges from 72 companies and 74 
individuals as part of LAF’s Ignite and Fuel Campaign, which concluded on June 30, raising $2.5 million 
for Ignite and $1.4 million to support LAF’s existing research, scholarship, and leadership programs. LAF 
donors are amazing! In addition to financial contributions, LAF Ignite saw strong support with 45 firms and 
organizations applying to be internship providers and 58 individuals applying to be mentors to the students.

Our “Reframing Landscape Architecture” initiative culminated this year with trainings for spokespeople and 
the profession at-large. ASLA, CLARB, LAAB, CELA, and LAF engaged the FrameWorks Institute in a three-
phase research process to uncover the most effective ways of communicating to the general public about 
landscape architecture. The recommendations are available for all to use. Please integrate these strategies 
into your conversations and communications. Consistent and collective use will change public understanding 
over time, creating opportunities for the discipline from recruitment to licensure to fees and influence. 

LAF’s ongoing work on equity and inclusion, climate change, biodiversity, and integrating research into 
practice continued. LAF Fellows past and present led conversations and climate action from communities 
to COP 28. LAF-funded research was highlighted on CNN. More firms are integrating research into their 
practice to create value and expand knowledge.

Your continued support makes all this possible. LAF remains committed to investing in landscape architects 
to support the environment. Thank you for being part of the LAF community and legacy! 

Special thanks to these major donors for their substantial total investment
in LAF in 2023, including program and event sponsorships



LAF’s Leadership Circle recognizes contributions to its Annual Fund. These 
investments complement event and program sponsorships, providing core 

financial support for LAF research, scholarships, and leadership initiatives.

BENEFACTOR
Kresge Foundation
Landscape Forms
Maglin Site Furniture
Bill and Kathy Main
OLIN
Sasaki Associates
SmithGroup

PATRON
BrightView
Burton Landscape Architecture Studio
HOK
William Johnson in honor of Carl Johnson  
    and Clarence Roy
HOK
IRONSMITH
James Corner Field Operations
Brian and Sherry Ramsay
TBG Partners
Beth Wehrle

ADVOCATE
Agency
Natalia Beard
Jim Burnett
Alexa Bush
Mark Carlos
Robert Chipman
Connie Chung
Civitas
Permaloc Corporation
Gonzalo Cruz
Glen Dake
Alma Du Solier
EDSA
GGN
Rob Gray
Michael Grove
Reed Hilderbrand
Hoerr Schaudt Landscape Architects
Elaine Kearney
KOMPAN
Clarence Lacy
Jeanne Lalli
Lamar Johnson Collaborative
Alexis Landes
Lauren Leighty
Jacinta McCann and Joe Brown
Emily McCoy
MKSK
Signe Nielsen
OJB Landscape Architecture
Richard Roark
Lucinda Sanders

Steve Schepers
Margie Simmons
Roana Tirado
Trinity Simons Wagner
SiteOne
Snøhetta
Studio-MLA
Keiko Tsuruta Cramer
University of Pennsylvania Weitzman 
    School of Design Department of 
    Landscape Architecture
Ernest Wong

PARTNER
Anova
Arterra Landscape Architects
Atelier Ten
Cadence
John Chipman
Andrea Cochran
Barbara Deutsch
Dix.Hite + Partners, Inc.
ETM Associates
Fluidity Design Consultants
Four and One
Future Green Studio
Moody Graham
Hargreaves Jones
Hood Design Studio
Lionheart
Mikyoung Kim Design
MNLA
Perkins+Will
PWP Landscape Architecture
RELM
Rundell Ernstberger Associates
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Sami Sikanas
Laura Solano
Starr Whitehouse Landscape Architects 
    and Planners
Christine Ten Eyck
TRUEFORM
Susan Weiler
WXY

ASSOCIATE
ASLA Southeast Regional Conference 
Calvin Abe
Asakura Robinson
BMLA
Seth Bockholt
Kofi Boone
Campion Hruby Landscape Architects
Dennis Carmichael
Coen+Partners

Roger Courtenay
Curtis + Rogers Design Studio
Elen Deming
ECOncrete Inc.
Barbara Faga
Dorothy Faris
Kenneth Francis
Jay Patrick Graham
GROUND
Leah Hales
Richard Heriford
Hocker Design Group
Hord | Coplan | Macht
Joni L. Janecki & Associates, Inc.
Brian Kane
William Kuhl
Marsha Lea
Lee and Associates
Livable Cities Studio
Mahan Rykiel Associates
Mukul Malhotra
James Manskey
Mark K Morrison Landscape Architecture
Dennis McGlade
Michael Miller
Jennifer Mok
Thomas Mroz
National Philanthropic Trust
Alpa Nawre
Oehme, van Sweden
Lorraine Osmundson
Mary Padua
Pamela Burton & Company
Stephanie Pankiewicz
April Philips
PORT Urbanism
Precise
Rabben/Herman design office
Rhodeside & Harwell, Inc.
Stephanie Rolley
Rooflite, A Division of Skyland USA
Roberto Rovira
Schmidt Design Group, Inc.
Sebastian & Associates
Robert Snieckus
Steven Spears
Stoss Landscape Urbanism
Biff Sturgess
Surfacedesign, Inc.
Surroundings
Swift Company LLC
TEN x TEN Studio
Terremoto Landscape
Kate Tooke
Unknown Studio
Michael Vergason
John Wacker
William Ward
William Wenk

In-kind support of more than $125,000 provided by the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA)


